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"Berlin, Winter, | thought of spring"

In Berlin in the winter, people stop smiling. The always grumpy supermarket lady becomes even
grumpier. They are all so unhappy that if they smile, they get fined! | thought of spring. Winter in
Berlin is long, dark, and depressing.For this exhibition, | have been communicating with Mr.
Matsumoto of lwata Shoten on Instagram for a year. | wanted to show my paintings and large
ceramic works at lwata Shoten, which | rarely have a chance to show in Japan. In winter, when |
finally had some spare time, | began to create my works. In Berlin in winter, when no one smiles
anymore, | decided to think about spring in Inabe, a place | had never been.

| thought of mountains | had never seen, spring flowers | had never seen, and spring streams | had
never seen. When | stepped outside, a gray sky covered the city, but while | was in the studio, the
spring of Inabe was right in front of me, a spring | had never seen before.

| have a six-year-old son. My son never tires of bringing home rocks and sticks every day. The toy
box would become a mess, so | would sneak out and throw away the pebbles and sticks. One
afternoon, as | was looking at each pebble my son had picked up, | noticed something.

Out of the countless pebbles in the park, my son had carefully selected and neatly picked out the
ones he thought were special and brought them home. To him, these pebbles and sticks are
precious treasures, and each one is definitely different.

I, too, was a child eagerly searching for stones at the park. Somehow lost the ability to identify
special stones. | became a person who could only see each unique stone is rubbish.

| decided to make a piece of work which can remind me about this son who picks pebbles up
everyday and myself who remember those pebbles are not rubbish.

Each stone has a story, and | thought that the story would be like a timeless letter to my son, who
will probably stop picking up stones in a couple of years.

It has been about 20 years since | started living in Germany.

Without knowing it, | had developed the skill to get through the hard and harsh winters by thinking
about something that is not here and now. That skill is not a sign that | am a special person. Every
person lives in the passing days, picking up stones and thinking about spring.
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